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LOCAL GOVERNMENT — STANDARDS PANEL 2011–12 ANNUAL REPORT 
Statement by Minister for Local Government 

MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury — Minister for Local Government) [12.09 pm]: I refer to the Standards 
Panel 2011–12 annual report. The Standards Panel, established under the Local Government (Official Conduct) 
Amendment Act 2007, deals with complaints of alleged minor breaches by local government elected members. 
This provides an additional level of accountability to the community and safeguards the high level of conduct 
and integrity expected from elected members. Complaints to the panel must relate to any rule of conduct in the 
regulations or a provision of local government’s law relating to conduct of people at council or committee 
meetings. For the period 2011–12, the panel received 28 complaints of minor breaches compared with 53 during 
the previous 2010–11 period. A total of 34 complaints were finalised to 1 March 2012. The majority of 
complaints were made by persons from within the local government sector, including other elected members and 
chief executive officers. The newly appointed panel has received 11 complaints since April 2012 and the nature 
of those complaints includes: multiple allegations about the same council member; one or more allegations about 
two council members; and allegations in common with another complaint about the same council member. A 
number of these complaints are now suspended as a result of the relevant council member ceasing to be a 
member. 
The Department of Local Government is in a consultative process with the Western Australian Local 
Government Association and Local Government Managers Australia WA to consider improvements to the 
process of dealing with complaints, including the opportunity for the Standards Panel to reject vexatious or 
frivolous complaints, whereas at present there is no authority for the panel to take that action. 
I record my appreciation to the retiring local government member, Councillor Carol Adams, and her deputy, 
Councillor Peter Best, and retiring legal member, Mr John Lyon, and his deputy, Mr Graham Castledine. I also 
welcome new local government members, Councillor Paul Kelly and his deputy, the right honourable Lord 
Mayor, Ms Lisa Scaffidi, and new legal members, Mr Glenn Cridland and his deputy, Mr Peter Doherty. I 
commend the work of the panel and thank the Department of Local Government for its support and contribution 
to upholding community expectations of standards of behaviour of their local government elected members. 
 


	LOCAL GOVERNMENT — STANDARDS PANEL 2011–12 ANNUAL REPORT
	Statement by Minister for Local Government


